Exploited seerfish fisheries of india during 1998-02 by Muthiah, C et al.


I Mar. blsll. Inlor. Sen?, T&E Ser., No. 184, 2005 
ring 1998-02 
Seerfishes are esteemed table fishes. In India, 
they are considered as one of the high value 
resources due to their superior quality meat, 
high economic return and export market. 
Seerfish fishery is important to artisanal 
fishermen who use driftnet/gillner/hooks and 
line employing country crafts with or without 
out-board engines and medium size boats with 
inboard engines, in the coastal waters of 25- 
60 m depth. They are the target species for 
to 16.9% during 1998-02 indicating attainment 
of optimum production. The annual production 
during 1998-02 varied from 42,578 t in 2001 
to 54,871 t in 1998 with an average of 48,847t 
forming 1.9% of the marine fish landing of the 
country. The east coast which ranked first in 
seerfish production during 1950s and 1960s 
with around 60% contribution had 
progressively been reduced to 40% in 1990s 
and during 1998-02. 
these indigenous gears. During the last two and 
half decades, the bottom trawlers from depths 
between 50 and 300m also exploit this 
resource. This fishery requires continuous 
monitoring for judicious exploitation and proper 
management to attain the maximum 
sustainable yield. The above objectives were 
fulfilled by implementing series of technical 
programmes at eight centres, four from the 
east coast (Visakhapatnam, Kakinada, 
Chennai, and Tuticorin) and four from the 
west coast (Kochi, Calicut, Mangalore and 
Veraval) of India during 1997198-2001102 and 
the important findings are reported. 
All-India production trend 
The yearly catch of seerfish in India had 
fluctuated from 4,505 t in 1953 to an ail-time 
high of 54,871 t in 1998 (Fig.1). Decade-wise 
average annual production showed an 
increasing trend over the past five decades 
however, the rate of increase through 
successive decades shows decreasing trend. 
It has come down from 92.5% in 1970s, to 
62.5% in 1980s, 27.6% in 1990s and further 
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Fig. 1 All India seerfish catch 
Regional trends 
The regionwise average annual landing of 
seerfish during different decadal periods (Table 
1) had indicated that the rate of increase in 
production improved manifold in almost all 
states during 1970s as compared to 1960s and 
thereafter it showed decreasing trend during 
1980s and 1990s. During 1998-02, northwest 
region (Gujarat and Maharashtra) topped in 
seerfish production in the country with an 
average annual catch of 19,429 t (39.8%) 
followed by southeast region (Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu and Pondicheny) with 15,225 t 
(31.2%), southwest region (Goa, Karnataka 
and Kerala) with 9,590 t (19.6%), northeast 









